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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 195660 
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TAGS: EMIN, EFIN, SL 

SUBJECT: FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK TAXES 
REF: WALKER/HOUDEK O/I 16 AUGUST 

1. EMBASSY SHOULD REPLY AS FOLLOWS TO GOSL MINEXTAFFRS 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE NUMBER 15252/T/219 OF JUNE 14, ADDING 
NORMAL COMPLIMENTARY OPENING AND CLOSING PARAGRAPHS: 

QUOTE: THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS BROUGHT TO THE 
ATTENTION OF FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK THE CONCERN OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE REGARDING THIS MATTER. WHILE 
THE FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK BELIEVES ITS ACTIONS HAVE 
BEEN PROPER, IT HAS EXPRESSED A WILLINGNESS TO EXPLORE 
THE MATTER FURTHER, ESPECIALLY AFTER RECEIVING MORE 
DETAILED EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANT LAWS OF SIERRA LEONE. 
IN LIGHT OF THIS, IT WOULD APPEAR APPROPRIATE FOR THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SIERRA LEONE TO PURSUE THE MATTER DIRECTLY 
WITH THE FIRST NATIONAL CITY BANK. THE MANNER BY WHICH 
THIS MIGHT BEST BE EFFECTED WOULD BE FOR THE GOVERNMENT 
OF SIERRA LEONE S REPRESENTATIVE OR ATTORNEY TO CONTACT 
MR. RONALD J. BARRY, VICE PRESIDENT, FIRST NATIONAL CITY 
BANK, IN NEW YORK. UNQUOTE. 

2. FYI: FNCB INFORMED DEPARTMENT THAT FROM 1968 ON IT 
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HAD REIMBURSED SHERBRO FOR INCOME TAXES PAID TO THE GOSL 
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AFTER SHERBRO PRESENTED RECEIPTS FROM GOSL INDICATING 
PAYMENT ACTUALLY MADE. DEPARTMENT IS NOT SURE WHETHER 
SUCH RECEIPTS COVER ANY OR ALL OF THE AMOUNT CLAIMED BY 
GOSL BUT ASSUMES FNCB WILL PRODUCE THEM WHEN TALKING 
FURTHER ABOUT THIS MATTER. FNCB COULD NOT SHED ANY 
LIGHT ON REFERENCE IN GOSL NOTE THAT BANK WAS "HANDLING 
SHERBRO ACCOUNT 'OTHERTHAN THE LOAN TO SHERBRO. DEPART- 
MENT NOT INTERESTED IN BECOMING INVOLVED SUBSTANTIVELY 
IN THIS MATTER AND PREFERS FNCB AND GOSL RESOLVE MATTER 
DIRECTLY. KISSINGER 
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